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DEATH OF SIGERIST 
R/ Henry E. Sigerist, the outstanding figure in the history 
of medical science since Sudhoff, died March 17 of this year. 
Author of many works on the health sciences, he had retired 
to Pura, Switzerland, to write his projected eight-volume 
history of medicine. The first volume, dealing with pre- 
history, ancient Egypt and Assyria had already been completed 
and published before his death. Sigerist's point of view in 
this volume signalized a new and more significant approach, 
since, instead of the biographical bibliographical sequence 
characteristic of Cormer histories of medicine, it presents 
the whole medical milieu, including patient, physician, 
disease, and therapy. A second volume is ready for publica- 
tion, but unfortunately the author was not permitted to live 
to complete his masterpiece. 


SCHMELZ AND EMAIL 
P/ The editor's attention has been called to the fact that 
in German a distinction is made between enamel, the tissue, 
which is Schmelz (Zahnschmelz), and the jeweler's enamel, 
which is Bmall. Although schmelZ Schmelz can be employed to desig- 
nate jeweler's enamel, Bmail is Ti fs never used to designate tooth 
enamel. The two words, however, seem to have a common 
oririn, probably in Medieval Latin smaltum, with the meaning 
of smelt. 


DENTISTS AND CUTLERS 
R/ Clinica Odontoiatrica (11:289-296 Dec. 31, 1956) publishes 
an article by Francesco Aulizio on the collection of extrac- 

tion instruments at the V. Putti Toundation at Rome. 


Among the instruments described and pictured is an elevator 
identical with one illustrated in Garengeot's New Treatise of 
Most Useful Surgical Instruments, 1723. The identity of the 
instrument 1s shown by the “ace of clubs" mark impressed in 
the steel. All the instruments in Garengeot's book bear this 


mark and indicate collaboration between the author and a 
famous cutler of the time. 


Early in the eighteenth century, the celebrated surgeon, Jean 
Louis Petit, gave a course of public demonstrations, repeated 
several years, at the Surgeons! Amphitheatre (Amphiteatre des 
Chirurgiens) of Paris, in order to make students acquainted 
with the character, form, and requirements of surgical in- 
struments, and perhaps even to instruct the cutlers by making 
his explanations so that "even the workmen derive profit for 
their good construction." Relying heavily on this course for 


information with regard to recent instruments and improve- 
ments, the surgeon, Garengeot, in 1723, published a work 
entitled New Treatise on the Most Useful Instruments of 
Surgory (Nouveau Traite des Instrumens de Chirurrie les Plus 
Utiles) in which the instruments used in all surgical opera- 
tions of the time were presented with regard to their con- 
struction and use. Dental Instruments were included. 


The purpose of the work was partly to be instructive to young 
surgeons and pertly to be “very useful to cutlers." It was 
expected that the manufacturer should learn the best desiprn 
and proportions of every instrument from this work. In order 
to carry out this plan, Garenreot enlisted the aid of a well 
known Parisian cutler, Guillaume Vigneron, Jr., who not only 
supplied him with the cutler's technical languare for des- 
cribing the parts of the instruments but furnished him with 
the instruments themselves, which were reproduced in the 
{llustrations, marked with the sirn of the maker, "the ace of 
clubs" on each instrument. Garengeot acknowledged that the 
credit due the cutler was similar to that received by the 
surgeon. "If surgeons who invent instruments more convenient 
and more perfect than those that preceded them," he wrote, 
"deserve the esteem of good and skilful people, then, like- 
wise, the artists who know so well how to carry out their 
plans, have also a share in their glory and acquire a 
superior reputation in the profession." 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
R/ The following historical articles have appeared recently: 


B. W. WYeinberger discusses the question, what constituted the 
first edition of Angle's Malocclusion of the Teeth in Am. J. 
Orthodont. 42:228 March 1956. 


Mena Serra, Cesar. Comandante Largio Cordero Calvo. Protesis 
Clinica 18:3-l; Feb. 1957. (Biographical sketch of an early 
Cuban dentist and patriot.) 


Asbell, Milton B. Early history of relief activities for 
American dentists. Outlook & Bul. South. D. Soc. (N. J.) 
26:3-5 Jan. 1957. 


Giustina, Carlo. Segreti filodontici in antichi ricettari 
(itemedies pertaining to the teeth in ancient receipt books) 
Minerva Stomatolorica 5:301-307. Sept.-Oct. 1956. 


Geist, H. Uber den Husten in antiken Schriften oo in 
ancient writings) Zahnarztliche Praxis 7:12 Nov. 1, 1956. 


Wright, J. A. S. A hundred years of dentistry. Brit. D. J. 
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